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8.  Briefly describe education and experience (add pages if desired) 
I graduated from high school in Irmo, South Carolina in 1989.  I then went on to attend 
Covenant College, atop Lookout Mountain, Georgia in the fall of 1989.  I graduated from there 
in 1993 with a B.A. in History.  I earned by Masters of Education from Western Governor’s 
University in Educational Management and Technology Innovation in 2008.  In addition to that, 
I have continued to take courses to maintain my Florida DOE teaching certificate, as well as my 
state certification as a Guardian Ad Litem Child Advocate Manager and to earn my credentials 
as a Professional Guardian. 
 
9.  What qualifications would I bring to this Commission if appointed (add pages if desired) 

• I am a measured and circumspect individual.   
• I am not reactionary in my temperament.    
• I can look at a situation and the many sides of what is happening or needs to happen.   
• I can make decisions and when appropriate will be deferential. 
• I enjoy research and learning. 
• I am approachable and have had a history of dealing with a variety of stakeholders as a 

high school principal for 14 years.   
• I am proactive in communicating. 
• I exercise self-discipline and have high personal ethical standards. 
• I am respectful of all individuals  
• I am quick to listen and slow to speak. 
• I am an above average citizen.  
• I posture myself as a student when necessary.  
• I am a public servant.  
• I am a voice for the voiceless.  
• I have genuine care and concern for individuals and the community. 

 
10.  What interests you in serving on the Commission?  What goals do you have for the City? 
(Add pages if desired) 
I have always been interested in politics and government.  From my first trip to Tallahassee 
when my siblings went to college to my first trip to Washington DC, I have been captivated by 
how our state and nation work.  I majored in history in order to continue to learn about our 
American history, specifically, and our system of government.  I am a certified American 
Government teacher and have enjoyed sharing the knowledge I’ve learned with students in the 
classroom.   
When I moved in 2007, I purposely chose Sanford because I wanted to live in a small town that 
still had a sense of community in an area of Florida that is quickly becoming a mass of 
indistinguishable towns. Sanford is still a small town with a sense of pride and community spirit 
that I did not see living in Oviedo, Maitland, Conway, etc.   
I’ve attended city council meetings and met with my neighbors to discuss what we could do and 
should do on issues like Marina Island and the expansion of the 417.  I also was a victim of a 
robbery not long after I moved into the second home I lived in, in the historic district.  I had 
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cause to get involved in neighborhood watch meetings within the district and with our local law 
enforcement.   
I have helped to raise two teenage foster children in this city.  It has become their home, and I 
am privileged to see their adopted hometown through their eyes.  Because we live in the 
historic district, they were able to walk to the coffee shop, ballet class, and the farmers’ 
market.  Their first jobs were at the local café on the river and the new ice cream shop on 
2nd.  I am so thankful for the experiences that they have been afforded because they live in our 
city.  Sanford became a haven for them in their brokenness and has been part of their story of 
healing.  This makes me love my city all the more.   
Finally, working as a GAL for the last 6 years, I have been to areas of Sanford that I never really 
knew about.  Working with families from all different cultural and socio-economic backgrounds, 
my eyes have been opened to some of the issues that our city has and must struggle with in 
order to make things better for everyone.  I have seen Sanford through different eyes, and it 
has been enlightening and sobering and makes me hopeful for what we can all do to make 
Sanford the best it can be for all citizens.   

1. I would like to see the city work to develop opportunity zones throughout the Sanford, 
taking advantage of the public and private partnership to create economic stability and 
opportunities to underserved communities.   

2. I would like to see opportunities created to include the growing and vibrant Hispanic 
community in Sanford in our cultural celebrations and in our discussion on where our 
community intends to grow and develop in the future.   

3. I would like to see the effort to revitalize the 17-92 corridor into the city continue. 
4. I would like to see the city commissioners get out in the neighborhoods that they serve to 

find out what the issues are and seek solutions with their stakeholders- much like the 
chief of police does when he has his sweet tea roundtable discussions. 

5. As Sanford grows, I would like to see an effort on the part of the city to keep that 
hometown feel, through specific activities and events that draw the community 
together to accomplish things together. 


